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Introduction to the Lesson Plan

As an educator and advocate for undocumented students, it’s important to be able to inform your campus 
about the income-generation opportunities via entrepreneurship that are available to anyone regardless 
of immigration status. This lesson plan will walk you through the steps you should take to introduce 
entrepreneurship to your students through an interactive workshop. Remember, you don’t have to be an 
expert on entrepreneurship to successfully lead this presentation!

In this step-by-step guide you will find:

• Instructions on how to use this lesson plan
• Slide deck presentation template to use during the workshop
• Ice Breaker to lead with your students
• Stories of undocumented entrepreneurs
• Introducing entrepreneurship video
• Developing an entrepreneurship mindset worksheet
• Link to Spark, our expanded entrepreneurship learning hub

Lesson Plan Overview
Workshop Audience: Individuals with and without DACA, college students, high school students, and 
community members

Workshop Level: Beginner, Introductory

Workshop Time: 1 hour

Workshop Objectives:

• Introduce entrepreneurship as an income generation option
• Begin brainstorm on entrepreneurial skills and experience
• Provide resources to explore income generation options

Note: This workshop is not intended to answer any questions on ITINs, business entities, permits, or general 
business formation.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/114U1bQb7A4bzTSwgggY8HP7pcjUYnJwIDeOAyo5_ank/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jstmRLZaPeqqbAH09jeJ-5prSKAe5QR7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1auNuR77G17VcE9Xp7r_8TIv18oQobXm6/view?usp=sharing
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/independent-contractor-brainstorming-worksheet/
http://spark.immigrantsrising.org/
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Using the Lesson Plan

Instructions:
We have provided everything you need to lead a successful Intro to Entrepreneurship workshop!

The writing in  blue boxes  are statements you can read aloud to help you introduce a segment.

Follow the guide in the order provided here. Make sure to review and customize the slide deck presentation 
before starting. Open the links to the videos, the Spark website, and the resources beforehand, review them, 
and make sure they’re accessible.

Additional resources to help you prepare (but not necessary to review):
1. Income and Career Options for Undocumented Students: How Colleges Can Help
2. 5 Tips for Educators to Help Students Get Started as Independent Contractors/Freelancers
3. A Guide to Working for Yourself
4. FAQ for this presentation

Recommended materials for your students:
• Pen and paper/Word document to take notes or questions
• Padlet to capture ideas or questions

Educator Tips:
• In case of radio silence, share your own experience or use the “popcorn” method.
• If you have a big group, break them up into smaller groups for more personal conversations.
• Customize the presentation to include your campus/organization branding and resources from your school 

or community.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/114U1bQb7A4bzTSwgggY8HP7pcjUYnJwIDeOAyo5_ank/edit?usp=sharing
http://spark.immigrantsrising.org/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/income-and-career-options-for-undocumented-students-how-colleges-can-help-webinar/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/5-tips-for-educators-to-help-students-get-started-as-independent-contractors-freelancers/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/working-for-yourself-guide/
https://padlet.com/
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Lesson Plan

Instructions:
Begin Slide Deck Presentation

Opening Statement:

Hi Everyone! Thanks for joining the workshop. Today we will be learning about entrepreneurship and why 
it’s a viable career option regardless of age or immigration status. We will start with an icebreaker to help 
us get to know each other better. Then we will watch a video on entrepreneurship by Immigrants Rising, 
followed by a conversation and a couple of questions on work exploration. Let’s get started.

Educator Tip:
• You can also start the workshop with some introductions to build community and get to know more about 

who is in the room.

Step 1: Start with an Icebreaker  [Estimated time: 15 min]

Instructions:
Start the workshop with an icebreaker to help your students get into the “entrepreneurship mindset.” Pick a 
question (or do both!) and discuss their responses.

• Question 1: What was your first paid or unpaid work experience?

Sample Response: “My mom used to make food and I would help her sell it on the weekends.”

• Question 2: What has been your favorite work experience (paid or unpaid) and why?

After sharing answers, you can also ask students “What stood out to you?” or “What did you notice from our 
answers?”

Educator Tip:
• Share your own story or a family member’s story of entrepreneurship to get students talking. Have 

students share their responses with the group and discuss.

Transition Statement:

Many of us have work experiences that we may not consider formal but that could help us find work 
opportunities. As we go through the workshop, think about the things you have learned from these 
informal experiences and how they contribute to you being an entrepreneur.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/114U1bQb7A4bzTSwgggY8HP7pcjUYnJwIDeOAyo5_ank/edit?usp=sharing
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Step 2: Share Examples of the UndocuHustle!  [Estimated time: 15 min]

Transition Statement:

To get us started I’m going to show you a video introduction to UndocuHustle, where you could learn 
more about how income generation through entrepreneurship is an option for undocumented folks.

Instructions:
Play the UndocuHustle video. Ask your students for their initial reactions and discuss their responses.

• Ask students: “What is the wildest (but legal!) business idea you ever had?” Discuss their answers.

Sample Response: “My dream is to open a space tourism company!”

Transition Statement:

Your wildest business idea can come true even if you’re undocumented! Learn how immigrant 
entrepreneurs made their ideas come to life by checking out Stories of the #UndocuHustle Video Library 
or entrepreneur profiles on Spark.

Instructions:
Go through the Stories of the #UndocuHustle Video Library OR Spark Entrepreneur Profiles in the 
presentation. Highlight one or two stories for your students. Discuss any thoughts or reactions to these 
stories.

Step 3: Introduce Entrepreneurship  [Estimated time: 20 min]

Transition Statement:

The next video I will show you is going to give you a better understanding of why entrepreneurship is a 
viable income generation option for anyone, regardless of immigration status. Feel free to take notes or 
write down questions that we can discuss after the video.

Instructions:
Show the Introducing Entrepreneurship video and ask your students to share their thoughts or questions on 
it.

• Ask students: “What stood out? Did anything surprise you?” to get some discussion started.

Educator Tip:
• Only answer what you know. Feel free to say that you are not able to answer a question right now, but 

you will get back to your students. Either consult the resources provided at the beginning of this guide or 
reach out to our Entrepreneurship Team (entrepreneurship@immigrantsrising.org) for answers.

https://youtu.be/bN1MzcQnyW0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jstmRLZaPeqqbAH09jeJ-5prSKAe5QR7/view?usp=sharing
http://spark.immigrantsrising.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1jstmRLZaPeqqbAH09jeJ-5prSKAe5QR7/view?usp=sharing
http://spark.immigrantsrising.org/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1auNuR77G17VcE9Xp7r_8TIv18oQobXm6/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1auNuR77G17VcE9Xp7r_8TIv18oQobXm6/view?usp=sharing
mailto:entrepreneurship%40immigrantsrising.org?subject=
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Transition Statement:

As you saw in the video, entrepreneurship IS for everyone regardless of immigration status. In the next 
part of the workshop we will explore your own business ideas. As we do this, I want you to keep in mind 
what you are good at, or what are referred to as transferable skills. These are the skills you have that can 
be used in different jobs even if they are in completely different fields.

Think about your own skills and the work experiences you’ve had. To help you get started, think back to 
the first question I asked: what was your first paid or unpaid work experience? And what did you learn 
from it? For example, if you’ve sold candy at school or helped your parents with their business, you might 
have learned how to handle cash, how to conduct sales, and how to provide good customer service. With 
that, let’s dive into some questions.

Step 4: Develop an Entrepreneurship Mindset  [Estimated time: 10 min]

Instructions:
Lead your students through the following questions on transferable skills. If needed, adjust these questions to 
fit your students.

Start with a question on their experiences. You could link this to the icebreaker.

1. What type of work experience do you have (paid or unpaid)?

Sample Response: Helping my parents sell food taught me:

• How to handle cash
• Sales
• Customer service

2. What skills have you acquired from the classes you’ve taken?

Sample Response: In class I’ve learned:

• Voter outreach strategies
• How to gather and understand data
• Working with Excel sheets

3. What do you enjoy doing for fun? What are you passionate about? (Can you turn this into a side hustle?)

Sample Response:

• Creating my own jewelry
• Transforming old furniture

Share the Independent Contractor Brainstorming Worksheet after discussing the answers to the questions 
above.

Educator Tip:
• Check out this video to see how this portion can be facilitated.
• You can also have students write down their answers on paper or in a Padlet before discussing them.

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/independent-contractor-brainstorming-worksheet/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/13ytBFJJBLe_a7Ekpom7z_RzjFrs4bw9y/view?usp=sharing
https://padlet.com/
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Transition Statement:

The worksheet I am sharing is to help you keep exploring the skills you already have, the entrepreneurship 
opportunities that can come from them, and how you can start selling your products or provide 
professional services. In this workshop we have already completed the first part and I encourage you to 
complete the rest on your own. The worksheet is not intended to be completed in one day so take your 
time filling it out. This worksheet can also help you as you are creating or updating your resume. If you 
have any questions, reach out to someone on your campus who knows about these options, like an ally or 
a trusted counselor.

Educator Tip:
• This worksheet is one of many. There’s more information on the Spark Entrepreneurship Hub. If students 

feel ready, have them create an account. Some of the questions on the hub will be ones you have already 
covered.

Transition Statement:

Thank you for being with us today. I hope today’s workshop helped you learn more about 
entrepreneurship and inspired you to start your own hustle! If you have any questions or want to learn 
more, visit Spark (spark.immigrantsrising.org), Immigrants Rising’s entrepreneurship hub, where you can 
find tons of resources to help you get started. Best of luck!

http://spark.immigrantsrising.org/
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About Us

Founded in 2006, Immigrants Rising transforms individuals and fuels broader changes. With resources and 
support, undocumented young people are able to get an education, pursue careers, and build a brighter future 
for themselves and their community. For more information, visit immigrantsrising.org.

For inquiries regarding this resource, please contact Madeleine Villanueva, Higher Education Manager, at 
madeleine@immigrantsrising.org.

https://immigrantsrising.org/
mailto:madeleine%40immigrantsrising.org?subject=
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Appendix

Frequently Asked Questions About Entrepreneurship

1. If my work permit were to get revoked, could the company that hired me as an employee contract 
with me to do independent contractor work?
No. The company would be aware that your work authorization expired, so they would not be able to 
contract with you. However, you would still be able to do independent contracting work for anyone not 
aware of your immigration status. For more information, visit the Working for Yourself Guide.

2. Do I have to reveal my immigration status as an independent contractor?
No. It is important to know that federal statute 8 U.S. Code 1324a(a)(4) prohibits an entity from knowingly 
engaging an unauthorized individual to provide services as a contractor. For more information, visit Spark 
or Working for Yourself Guide.

3. What forms are required to fill as an IC?
The IRS requires that payers use Form W-9 to obtain taxpayer identification numbers from independent 
contractors. The W-9 is filled out at the start of work by an independent contractor and kept on record by 
the payer. Note that if in one calendar year an independent contractor is paid anything less than $600, the 
payer does not need to request a W-9 Form. To learn more, visit Spark or Working for Yourself Guide.

4. Do I have to provide identification or work authorization documents when filing a W-9?
Contractors are required to provide a Social Security Number or an Individual Taxpayer Identification 
Number (ITIN) to commence work. For more information, visit Spark or Working for Yourself Guide.

5. Should I use my ITIN or SSN (assigned through DACA) to work for myself or start a business?
If you obtained DACA, you should use your SSN to start your business. Regardless of the possible 
termination of DACA, the assigned SSN will remain your SSN even if you lose work authorization. For 
more information visit Spark.

6. Where could I obtain an ITIN?
You should only get an ITIN if you do not have a SSN and are not eligible to get one. For more information, 
watch this webinar on ITINs or read the ITIN Guide.

7. How do I pay taxes as an independent contractor?
An independent contractor must pay self-employment tax and income tax. An independent contractor 
may use a Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN) to file and pay taxes instead of a Social Security Number 
(SSN). A payer must file a 1099 for each independent contractor paid $600 or more in a calendar year. A 
copy of the 1099 is mailed to the independent contractor at the end of the year and he or she becomes 
responsible for paying taxes thereafter. To learn more about taxes check out the ITINS, EINS, and Taxes 
Guide.

https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/working-for-yourself-guide/
http://Spark.immigrantsrising.org
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/working-for-yourself-guide/
http://Spark.immigrantsrising.org
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/working-for-yourself-guide/
http://Spark.immigrantsrising.org
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/working-for-yourself-guide/
http://Spark.immigrantsrising.org
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/itins-eins-and-taxes-webinar/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/individual-tax-identification-number-guide/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/itins-eins-and-taxes-guide/
https://immigrantsrising.org/resource/itins-eins-and-taxes-guide/
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8. What’s the difference between working as an employee and being an Independent contractor?
An employee has a continuing relationship with an employer.

 ◦ Is normally furnished with significant tools, materials, etc. by the employer.
 ◦ Can quit at any time without incurring liability.
 ◦ Must comply with instructions about when, where, and how to work.
 ◦ Is trained by the employer.

An independent contractor does the same work for multiple clients.
 ◦ Has own tools and equipment and can hire, supervise, and pay assistants.
 ◦ Receives all profits and is held liable for all losses and debts.
 ◦ Sets his or her own hours and work schedule.
 ◦ Uses his or her own methods.

To learn more, visit the IRS website on worker classification. You could learn more on California’s worker 
classification here.

9. What do I need to launch my business?
To learn more about business planning and what you need to launch your business visit Spark.

https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/understanding-employee-vs-contractor-designation
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/faq_independentcontractor.htm
https://www.dir.ca.gov/dlse/faq_independentcontractor.htm
http://Spark.immigrantsrising.org
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